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AAUW Night at D.C. DIVAS Football
Game
Many of you will remember Allyson Hamlin, quarterback of the D.C.
Divas and also Prince Georges County homicide detective, who was a
huge hit on the panel of women in male-dominated professions at the
2016 AAUW State Conference at the Dulles Hyatt. A number of you said
we should all go to one of the Divas games. Accordingly, we are
organizing an AAUW evening to attend the D.C. Divas vs. the Boston
Renegades game on April 22 at Lee High School in Springfield.
The Divas won the national championship in 2015 and 2016, beating
the Renegades 47-21 en route to winning the Eastern Championship
last year. Boston had won three of the last seven national titles, so
these are archrivals. In case you are wondering, it is full contact football.
These women are awesome!
The game is at 6:00 p.m. at Lee High School at 6540 Franconia Rd.
Tickets are $12 adults, $5 seniors and students 7-17, and free under 6
accompanied by an adult. You can buy the tickets online at
www.dcdivas.com until noon on April 22; tickets at the gate are cash
only. Gates open at 4:30. Let’s meet at 5:30 near the gate to go in.
Parking is free and tailgating is encouraged.
So, grab your spouse and friends and come spend a Saturday night
supporting and cheering for the women of the Washington Divas!
Caroline Pickens (carolineaauw@gmail.com)

Please Note | AAUW Dues Tax Deductibility
AAUW national dues are $49.00, of which $46.00 is tax deductible by
the individual member; $3.00 of that national dues payment is not tax
deductible because it is used to support the AAUW Action Fund's
Section 501(c)(4) activities (Lobby Corps and election-related activities).

And More
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Monthly Meeting | National Museum of
African-American History and Culture
April 18, 7 p.m.
American Legion, 1355 Balls Hill Road in McLean
Contact Margaret Doole | 703.848.8968
(see page 11 Connections for details on this exciting session)
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Presidents’ Corner
Membership success! Our branch remains the largest in the state of
Virginia at 113. We have acquired 14 new members since March 2016,
all of whom enhance our branch. We are looking forward to sharing our
mission and expanding our membership through new initiatives by the
membership and website committees
March is Women’s History Month! Women’s History Month is a
celebration of women’s contribution to history, culture and society. The
2017 theme, Women’s Education-Women’s Empowerment,” honors
pioneering teachers and advocates who helped women and other
groups gain access to advanced learning.
Congratulations to Judy Page on another successful STEMtastics
workshop. Many of our branch members were there to support the
event.
We would also like to thank all of the interest group leaders whose time
and energy have given our branch members so many opportunities for
growth and camaraderie.
The next National Convention will be June 14-17, 2017. There will be a
number of new amendments requiring membership vote. Discussion is
already in progress on the AAUW website, if you care to comment.
Please use this opportunity to become informed on the subject.
Aroona and Betsy

suechristie@gmail.com

Aroona Borpujari and Betsy Schroeder, Co-Presidents

Barbara Sipe
703.356.2385
bfs4000@aol.com

From the Editors

Treasurer
Lynne Glikbarg
703.759.2638
lynneglik@aol.com
Board Secretary
Betsy Reddaway
703.448.9195
pbreddaway@verizon.net

Branch Secretary
Adarsh Trehan
703.356.8368
adatrehan@gmail.com

Branch Website |
http://mclean-va.aauw.net
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Newsletter Deadline the 15th of Each Month
The McLean Area Branch News is published September, November,
February, April, and May. A shorter update, NewsBits, is published in
October, December, January, March, and June. New deadline: 15th of
the month.
We ask for your indulgence for a few months as we get into the rhythm
of newsletter production. Dorothy or Fran edit submitted articles before
handing the text over to Judy for layout, so there is less leeway for
slippage. In addition, Judy is working with a new software program and
AAUW Branding Guide—always a time-eating process. We hope to
extend the deadline once we feel more on top of things.
Please send your news as a Word attachment to Dorothy, Fran, and
Judy. Photos are always welcome! Thank you.

The Editors
Dorothy Hassan dshassan@aol.com
Fran Sullinger fsullinger@verizon.net
Judy Lettes judy.lettes@gmail.com
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STEMtastics 2017
Inspiring Middle School Girls to Pursue STEM Careers
A capacity crowd of over 500 middle school students and
parents attended STEMtastics 2017 at NOVA-Annandale
Ernst Center auditorium on Saturday, March 11, 2017.
Although the event focuses on encouraging middle school
girls to consider careers in STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Math) fields, this year our partner Fairfax
County Public Schools asked us to advertise “boys also
welcome,” and about 10% of the students attending were
boys.
Students from over 50 schools, including twenty-five McLean
students from Longfellow and Cooper Middle Schools, attended the career day event designed to
educate and inspire the students to consider careers in STEM. Keynote speaker Sajni Vederey, a
sophomore at Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and Technology, provided advice and
inspiration as she encouraged young women to avoid female stereotyping. Following opening
ceremonies, forty female presenters from across STEM fields ran interactive breakout workshops
for the students. Parents had the opportunity to attend informational workshops on choices in high
school, college financing options, and supporting their daughters.
The event was sponsored by AAUW Fairfax City, McLean Area, Springfield-Annandale, and
Vienna Area branches, in partnership with FCPS and NOVA Systemic Solutions. The event was
co-chaired by Judy Page and Gale Rogers (Fairfax City), and Marlene Chivavibul also served
on the Planning Committee and as overall Volunteer Coordinator for the event.
In total, 17 volunteers from our branch – including Pam Bacher, Naz Basit, Sue Christie, Juanita
Cullen, Lynne Glikbarg, Myrtle Hendricks-Corrales, Margaret Hines, Sherry Joslin, Ginger
MacEwen, Caroline Pickens, Wendy Reinsel, Betsy Schroeder, Barbara Sipe, Adarsh
Trehan, and Wen Yi – supported the event on March 11. They were part of a group of over 90
volunteers, including more than 60 AAUW members, fourteen Langley High School students,
spouses, and friends who ensured the event ran smoothly. Wendy’s husband Ed Reinsel also
volunteered and videographed the morning’s opening ceremonies and parent workshops. A photo
gallery from the event is available at http://mclean-va.aauw.net/stemtastics/stemtastics-2017photo-gallery. Branch members interested in volunteering for future STEM events should contact
Judy Page.

McLean Area Branch volunteers at STEMtastics
2017 included (left to right) Juanita Cullen,
Sherry Joslin, Wen Yi, Sue Christie, Margaret
Hines, Betsy Schroeder, Marlene Chivavibul,
Judy Page, Caroline Pickens, Pam Bacher, and
Myrtle Hendricks-Corrales.

(see page 4 for more photos)
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STEMtastics Photo
Gallery

Pam Bacher, left, and Wendy Reinsel, right, got the
morning coffee going for the parents and set out
snacks for almost 300 students!

Sue Manganiello (Fairfax City), left, and Betsy
Schroder, right, had their hands full with
programs, feedback sheets, and pens as they
greeted parents at the Theatre entrance.

Judy Page, right, worked with Ida Portland (Fairfax
City), left, to answer questions at the Information
Desk.

For the first time, STEMtastics offered a student
workshop featuring a veterinarian, Micki Armour,
who provided plastic stethoscopes and showed
the students how to monitor a very cooperative
dog! Hands-on workshops ranging from robots
to truss bridges to setting up circuit boards were
popular with the students.

The volunteer check-in desk was staffed by
Marlene Chivavibul, left, and Sandra Wilson,
(Vienna Area), right.
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Protection Agency, the Department of
Education, and the Affordable Care Act;
establish vouchers for public education; and,
defund Planned Parenthood.
AAUW members are able to advocate and
take action from their homes. Continue to be
informed (new legislative action every day)
and use your computer and/or your phone to
send the messages to members of Congress.

An Iron Will

And Now Virginia

This issue of ‘Outlook’ is titled, “The Next Four
Years.” The opening statement is: “AAUW is
greeting 2017 with an iron will.” We, as
members, will continue to be informed, to
advocate, advise, and do whatever is
necessary to empower women and girls with a
nonpartisan emphasis.

The General Assembly will reconvene on April
5 for its annual veto session. Governor
McAuliffe has already vetoed defunding
Planned Parenthood. He has vowed to veto
legislation aimed at new immigrants, antiLGBT legislation on marriage, and one
designed to disenfranchise voters.

In this issue, Lisa Maatz exhorts members to
“hold their feet to the fire and remain nonpartisan, realize that facts do matter and be
an ally in the fight against hate and
sexism.” We should support women leaders
and be aware of the critical need for the
protection of voting rights.

State Senator Howell, whose district includes
most of our Branch members, wrote in her
newsletter that legislation and votes resulted
in increased compensation for state
employees, teachers and state police. Mental
health services and economic development
initiatives were priorities. They also funded
initiatives to confront the growing opioid
addiction. In total, 1773 bills and resolutions
were passed.

Of course, how to put into action our concern
and desire to stand for what we believe?
Right now:
1. Go to your computer.
2. Go to AAUW.Org.
3. Click on Issues, then Advocacy, then, Take
Action.
4. That will lead you to five current issues of
great importance.
5. Click on one of them and fill out your
information.
6. An email will be sent to your Congressional
members to support or oppose current
legislation.
7. Still on the page, click on ‘Sign up for the
Two Minute Activist’.
You will receive weekly messages to send
legislators emails on very important issues.
The legislators do count the number of emails
on specific topics, so you email does count.

Reminder: in November of this year
Virginians will be voting for the governor,
lieutenant governor, and attorney general,
as well as all the districts’ Delegates (no
Senators). On the local level, we will vote for
Fairfax County’s Board of Supervisors’
representative from Dranesville as well as
its Chair. There’s more! But you get the idea.
Again, be informed and active and
supportive to candidates of your choice
who represent the policy goals of AAUW.

As a reminder, or proof of legislative activity in
the House of Representatives, a few weeks
ago some of the bills introduced and passed
include: terminate the Environmental

Sources include: “AAUW Outlook” and the website,
and Janet Howell’s and Rip Sullivan’s newsletters.
Mary Lou Melley

Final note: AAUW’s Lobby Corps continues to
walk the walk to deliver AAUW’s message to
members of Congress. The Corps is so big
now that they can visit the offices of every
Senator. Recent topics included funding
Planned Parenthood. Join the four of us
from the Branch.
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Lobby Corps: Getting My
Feet Wet!
Mary Lou Melley asked me (Betsy
Reddaway) to write a short piece about
joining Lobby Corps and my experiences
during the first few visits.
On January 21, I (and a few million others)
took part in the wonderful women’s march for
political sanity and awakening. The experience
left me determined to make my voice heard
and to take positive action (not just talk, talk,
talk) about political choices the country faces.
Lobby Corps seemed the obvious choice for
me—it is a system all set up, not a new
committee or budding new concept. It is

April 2017

action-oriented and tied to the policy positions
supported by AAUW. It is physically close to
us. For three Thursdays now, I’ve gone in to
DC with Aroona and others. I’ve been very
impressed with the preparatory materials sent
out each week and the briefing, delivered
orally to the lobbyists each Thursday.
Newcomers (and there are many this year) are
paired with seasoned Lobby Corps members,
and visit either House or Senate offices.
AAUW has a very well organized system.
Members are not left adrift to concoct their
own story; the topic each day is very scripted
and limited. That makes the visits to offices
clear, brief, and focused. I’m glad I jumped in.
Betsy Reddaway

Highlights of the March 3 Branch Board Meeting
Branch Website
Discussed whether the website adequately portrays our branch to potential new members. Is it
jazzy? Is it current? How does it compare to those of other area branches? Are there members in
our branch with skills and ideas for making it more attractive?

Membership
An upcoming membership coffee will try to reach women in our area who are members of AAUW
but not affiliated with any branch, as well as welcoming new members. Discussed creating a
membership committee to look at ways to expand our reach—looking for volunteers.

McLean Community Center
The McLean Community Center is now closed for 1½ - 2 years for renovations, necessitating
finding new locations for programs: discussed upcoming programs at the American Legion building
on Balls Hill Road. Further discussion of where and when to hold the annual book sale (location
still to be determined).
Betsy Reddaway

If You Shop at Amazon
Next time you make a purchase from
Amazon, first go to our branch website, http://mclean-va.aauw.net, click on the
Amazon link at the bottom of the home page and make your purchase. Amazon
will give our branch up to a 10% rebate.
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Benefit of Reading Newsletter Online!
When you click on any underlined turquoise text, you go directly to
that site. Try it | http://mclean-va.aauw.net.

April 2016
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Dinner with Her Majesty’s Ambassador
Please join us at our annual dinner on May 24 at the River Bend Country Club to hear our
speaker, Ambassador Alexandra Hall Hall, who most recently served as Her Majesty’s
Ambassador to Georgia. The ambassador spent 30 years as a career diplomat in the British
Foreign Office, serving in Bangkok, Bogota, Delhi, and Washington before her appointment
as ambassador to Georgia from 2013 to 2016. She is currently a Senior Fellow at the
international affairs think-tank, the Atlantic Council.

AAUW McLean Area Branch
Spring Dinner
Wednesday, May 24 6:30 p.m., Dinner served at 7:00 p.m.
River Bend Country Club
375 Walker Rd., Great Falls, VA 22066

RSVP by May 17
Her London-based assignments included work on the Middle
East Peace Process, UN Humanitarian Affairs (refugees,
conflict, and war crimes), and two years as Head of the
Foreign Office’s Human Rights Department. She also spent
two years on the British equivalent of the National Security
Council and two years on exchange with the US State
Department working on democracy promotion in the Middle
East.
Ambassador Hall Hall will speak about being a female in a
male-dominated profession as well as her experiences as
Ambassador Alexandra Hall Hall
ambassador in Tblisi, Georgia, a beautiful and fascinating
country many of us know little about other than the capital is
not Atlanta. She will also be happy to answer questions about her work in human rights and the
Middle East.
Information and the reservations form for the dinner are elsewhere in the newsletter. The May 24
date is a bit later than usual, but we had to fit into the ambassador’s schedule. Spouses and
friends are welcome and encouraged.
(see page 9 for reservations)

Page 9

AAUW McLean (VA) Branch NEWS

April 2016

AAUW McLean Area Branch

Spring Dinner

Wednesday, May 24 6:30 pm, dinner served at 7:00 pm
River Bend Country Club 375 Walker Rd., Great Falls, VA 22066

Guest Speaker | Alexandra Hall Hall
British Ambassador to Georgia 2013-2016 and Senior Fellow at the Atlantic Council

Menu
Salad

Baby arugula and greens with sliced strawberries, sliced toasted almonds, raspberry dressing

Choice of Entrée

Greek-style chicken brochettes with grilled asparagus, herbed orzo, and lemon-oregano
reduction
or
Grilled salmon garnished with mandarin orange segments with grilled asparagus and basil
risotto
or
Twirl of linguini garnished with artichokes, roasted peppers, and wild mushrooms with
asparagus and a mornay sauce

Dessert

Lemon layer cake garnished with strawberry and raspberry sauce

Reservations

All Members & Friends are Welcome!

Name______________________________________
Entrée Choice_________________________

Name___________________________________
Entrée Choice_________________________
Name___________________________________

Entrée Choice_________________________

Cost: $44 per Person (Cash bar available)
Make Check payable to AAUW – McLean Area Branch

RESERVE BY MAY 17

to Margie Broderick, 7040 Arbor Ln, McLean
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Richmond Women’s Memorial | Mother’s Day March
A fundraising "March to Mother's Day" is being held Mother’s Day to support the Virginia Women’s
Memorial in Richmond. You can honor special women with a donation. More information is
available at www.Virginialegacy.com.
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Connections
Current Events
Do you think you’d enjoy sharing information, opinions, and laughs with Branch members? Bring
some news that you find interesting to Current Events.
First Tuesday Mornings | April 4
Star Nut Gourmet, 1445 Laughlin Avenue, McLean at 9 a.m. Everyone is invited, but RSVP
to Mary Lou Melley (maryloumelley@gmail.com)
Last Tuesday Mornings | April 25
Eat breakfast together at the McLean Family Restaurant at 9 a.m. Everyone is invited, but
RSVP to Suzanne Watts (scwatts1cox.net)

AAUW Falls Church Area Branch Book Sale
Falls Church Rec Center, 223 Little Falls St, Falls Church (intersection of Great Falls & Little Falls)
Friday, April 7 | 9 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Saturday, April 8 | 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Bridge Group
April 10 | The bridge group will meet 10 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. at Nancy Richardson’s home. Contact
Barbara Carr, barbaralcarr@msn.com. Telephone | 703.356.3127.

Free Screening | Oscar Best Movie Winner, Moonlight
April 13 | 4:30 p.m. at the Johnson Cinema Center, George Mason University. Discussion follows.

Morning Lit Group
April 14 | McLean House, 9:30 a.m. The book to be discussed is The Shepherd’s Life: Modern
Dispatches from an Ancient Landscape, by James Rebanks. Reed Isbell will lead the discussion.
May 12 | Program (or book) and location yet to be determined. June 9 | Book selection luncheon
at Kazan Restaurant in McLean. Contact Reed Isbell (rwisbell@verizon.net).

Great Decisions
April 18 | Join us for a discussion of our next topic, “Conflict in the South China Sea, Chapter 3.”
We will meet at 9:30 a.m. at the home of Anne Studner. Please notify Anne if you plan to attend.
If new members wish to join the group, call me for more information, Angela Ehemann |
703.893.3578!

Monthly Meeting | National Museum of African-American History and Culture
April 18 | 7 p.m. at the American Legion, 1355 Balls Hill Road in McLean. We will feature the new
National Museum of African-American History and Culture. This exciting display of artifacts from
our national history should be of interest to all of us. We have invited members of local AfricanAmerican churches to join us. For further information contact Margaret Doole | 703.848.8968

DC Divas
April 22 | Lee High School, 6540 Franconia Road in Springfield. Meet near gate at 5:30 p.m.
Game starts at 6 p.m. Contact Caroline Pickens, (carolineaauw@gmail.com).
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April Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2

3

4
Current
Events

5

6

7
AAUW Falls
Church
Book Sale

8
AAUW Falls
Church
Book Sale

9

10
Bridge
Group

11

12

13
Moonlight
(Free)

14
Morning Lit
Group

15

16

17

18
Great
Decisions
Monthly
Meeting

19

20

21

22
DC Divas

23

24

25
Current
Events
Breakfast

26

27

28

29

30

Date

Time

Event

Location

Tues, 4

9 a.m.

Current Events

Star Nut Gourmet

Fri, 7

9 a.m. - 9 p.m.

AAUW Falls Church Book Sale

Falls Church Rec Center

Sat, 8

9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

AAUW Falls Church Book Sale

Falls Church Rec Center

Mon, 10

10 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Bridge Group

Nancy Richardson's home

Thur, 13

4:30 p.m.

Free Screening | Oscar Best Movie Winner,
Moonlight

Johnson Cinema Center,
George Mason University

Fri, 14

9:30 a.m.

Morning Lit Group |The Shepherd’s Life:
Modern Dispatches from an Ancient Landscape

McLean House

Tues, 18 9:30 a.m.

Great Decisions | Conflict in the South China Anne Studner’s home
Sea, Chapter 3

Tues, 18 7 p.m.

Monthly Meeting | National Museum of
African-American History and Culture

American Legion Building

Sat, 22

DC Divas

Lee High School, Springfield

Current Events Breakfast

McLean Family Restaurant

5:30 p.m.

Tues, 25 9 a.m.
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AAUW advances
equity for women
and girls through
advocacy, education,
philanthropy, and
research.
By joining AAUW, we
belong to a
community that
breaks through
educational and
economic barriers so
that all women have
a fair chance.

Do you have any AAUW McLean Branch news,
updates or information you wish to share with
our local community?
Please email your publicity materials no later than three weeks
before you wish to have it posted in our local newspapers |
Marie Briones-Jones (brionesjonesm@yahoo.com) and Cheryl Scott
Williams (cherylswilliams@verizon.net)

For membership
information call
Sue Christie
703.241.5646
or
Barbara Sipe
703.356.2385

McLean Area (VA) Branch
7020 Hector Road
McLean, VA 22101
Branch Website | http://mclean-va.aauw.net
AAUW VA Website | http://aauw-va.aauw.net
AAUW Website | www.AAUW.org
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